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Background:

Almeley Parish Council are currently preparing the Almeley Parish Neighbourhood Development
Plan (NDP). the Parish Councilwould like to incorporate key policies that will prevent or
appropriately mitigate development that could be harmful to important species and habitats. As
part of this work the Parish Council would like to increase their knowledge of biodiversity hotspots,
determine where good ecological connectivity occurs in the landscape. This will help inform the
development of the NDP and its future implementation.

To support the Parish Council, Herefordshire Wildlife Trust have completed this initial desk based
study that explores and interprets some of theexisting datasets relating to habitats and wildlife
within the Parish. The assessment also includesa number of sites in the immediate vicinity to the
Parish, as this will assist with future assessment of habitat connectivity, recognising that the value
of habitats within the Parish are in part dependent upon the quality of surrounding sites, particularly
for mobile species.

Although the Neighbourhood Plan is the principle driver of this work, the Parish Council are also
keen to develop proactive conservation activity within the Parish more generally. This desk based
assessment of existing data sources within the Parish the biodiversity resource within the Parish is
the first step towards a fuller assessment of the habitats and species that the Parish supports.

As part of this study Herefordshire Wildlife Trust will work with Almeley Parish Council to propose
some draft blodlverS|ty poI|C|es for the PaI’ISh to mclude in thelr NDP
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Figure 1. Locatlon' of AImeIey Parlsh




Habitat datasets assessed

The datasets and informationinterrogated in this desk survey included:

Local Wildlife Sites

Sites of Special Scientific Interest,

Ancient Woodland Inventory

Common Land

Peoplebds Trust for Endangered Species Orchards
Agri-environment scheme land parcels

Google Earth
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This information was mapped with species information extracted and condition stated where
known. Aerial photo analysis was undertaken to provide greater confidence in the Local Wildlife
Sites and Common Land habitat determinations. Any species data relevant to the Parish has been
collated from available documentation and knowledge within the Wildlife Trust staff body.

The maps and report should be considered in conjunction with the accompanying spreadsheet
which lists all the land parcels highlighted on the maps and descriptions below. The spreadsheet
provides additional detail relating to areas of land parcels and habitat types. It is important to note
that many sites have multiple designations, for example some Local Wildlife Sites are also
Commons or Sites of Special Scientific Interest. Therefore, care must be taken when totalling
areas of certain habitats to prevent double counting.

1 Local Wildlife Sites:

There are approximately 750 Local wildlife Sites across the County, most of which were
designated back in the 1980s. The sites cover a wide range of high quality habitats that in turn
support many of ourcountyd s r ar e and prThe lienitatioa with kopakWildlife Sites is
the age of the data. Many sites have not been revisited since designation and so their status is
unknown whilst others have been damaged or destroyed. However, they give a good reference
point from which to understand where biodiversity and good quality habitats may persist in the
County. Local Wildlife Sites are recognised within the planning system and therefore a constraint
on inappropriate development.

Analysis shows that there are eight Local Wildlife Sites within or partially within AlImeley

Parish with a further two sites, Quebb and Queestmoor, within 1km of the parish boundary.

Aerial imagery suggests that one of the Local Wildlife Sites, Hopl ey é6s Green Commor
been agriculturally improved anditswi | dl i fe i nterest | ost. Similar
Al'l ey6 has seen some agritsiangést nontherh fieldmagso with ékelg nt i n
loss of biodiversity interest. Unfortunately, these were the only two LWS within the Parish

that were listed as grassland habitats.

The remaining six Local Wildlife Sites consist of two ponds/open water and 4 woodland
sites all of which appear on the most recent Google Earth imagery.



Figure 2. Local Wildlife Sites in Almeley Parish
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Sites of special scientific interest (SSSIs) are protected by law to conserve their wildlife or geology.
Natural England are the government agency responsible for ensuring that they are appropriately
managed and identify land suitable for designation. Unlike Local Wildlife Sites, SSSIs are
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appropriate management. These sites are also used to underpin other national and international
nature conservation designations such as Special Areas of Conservation and Special Protection
Areas. Most SSSis are privately-owned or managed; others are owned or managed by public

bodies or non-government organisations.

There are no Sites of Special Scientific Interest within Almeley Parish but there are two

within close proximity;QuebbMeadows and Queestmoor Meadows.

Bot h of

are also designated as Local Wildlife Sites. Details relating to designation and wildlife
interest are contained in Appendix 1. Quebb Meadow is managed by Herefordshire Wildlife
Trust as one of their suit of nature reserves.

3 Ancient Woodland Inventory:

All woodlands within the County, considered ancient and semi-natural in nature have been mapped
using the Ancient Woodland Inventory. Where possible this includes woodlands that have been

t hese



planted with a timber crop i commonly called Plantations on Ancient Woodland Sites (PAWS)
woodland.

The inventory shows ten distinct areas of ancient woodland within the Parish: Highmoor
Wood, Ash Furlong, Pensylvania Wood, Ash Furlong Coppice, Cockshoot Wood, Buttington
Wood, Highfield Wood, Rough Moors, Hollywell Dingle and Plantation Wood.

4 Commons and Access Land:

Herefordshire Wildlife Trust hold file copies of survey information undertaken by the Local Authority
on the Countydbs Co mmserare prebabty thé most2ebedtSurveys of Commons
undertaken within the County. The surveys contain brief information relating to site habitats and
species and informs on their management. Relevant information has been extracted and digitised
where possible (i.e. where there are no confidentiality issues) and compiled into the audit.

There are eight Registered Commons within Almeley Parish. Two sites, Mere Common and
Tompkins Green, do not have registered owners. The remaining six are listed as being
within the ownership of Herefordshire Council, although over the past year the Local
Authority have been selling some of their common land within the Parish as part of their
program of asset transfer, and so we are seeing a transition of Common Land ownership.

Figure 3. Map of Common Land in Almeley Parish

6 Land within agri-environment schemes



