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1. Introduction

11

1.2

13

14

Almeley Parish Neighbourhood Development Plan (the NDP) is a new type of planning
document introduced by the Localism Act of 2011. It enables local communities to
make a major contribution to planning decisions that will be needed in order to meet
the requirements for development.

Almeley Parish Council has agreed to prepare a Neighbarhood Development Plan. It
made a formal submission to Herefordshire Council to designate the Parish as a
Neighbourhood Plan Area under the Localism Act 2011 on 17" May 2012, with the
intention of preparing this NDP. Following a consultation period this was designated
on 6th July 2012 by Herefordshire Council. A Steering Group was established to
prepare the plan. This draft NDP has been prepared following the adoption of
Herefordshire Local Plan Core Strategy by Herefordshire Council on 16" October
2015.

Herefordshire Local Plan Core Strategy sets a range ofstrategic policies for
development of the County up to 2031. It aims to balance environmental issues with
economic and social needs of communities to ensure that development is sustainable
and does not cause harm to residents. This NDP must conform to these requirements
and ensure that where necessary it does so positively in order to contribute to the
aims of the Core Strategy document.
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This draft NDP has been prepared on the basis of the evidence gathered from surveys
undertaken in respect of residents’ views on future housing needs and quality of life
issues, the Parish Plans, parish consultaion events held between 2015-2017 and
where issues and opinions were gathered, and a parish questionnaire survey
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undertaken during 2014. In addition, other evidence included that used as the basis

for Herefordshire Local Plan Core Strategy and other information arising from issues

raised through consultation with the local community and by the Steering Group. The

NDP is considered to comply with the broad criteria for sustainable development

within Government ds National Plwithni ng Pol i c
Herefordshire Local Plan Core Strategy.

15 Policies and proposals are set out in this
These will become part of the development plan guiding what might receive planning
permission as well as indicating what measures are to be promoted to guide new
development.

1.6  This draft NDP was approved by Almeley Parish Council as the basis for consultation
with residents and other stakeholders in November 2017.

Community Involvement

1.7  Almeley Parish Council established a $ering Group to prepare the NDP which
included members from the community involved in addition to parish councillors.
Local neighbourhood plan consultation events were held during 2015-2017 in order to
identify issues of concern to residents and other interested parties. A general
household questionnaire was circulated in the parish during 2014. The response to
the general questionnaire was 46%.

e\
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Figure 1: NDP Presentation Event

1.8  The Steering Group consists of 2 members from the Parish Council and9 members
from the wider community.

1.9 The Steering Group has written these policies with professional support from Bill
Bl oxsome MRTPI of Data Orchard and Hereforo
Planning Team.
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Background to the Plan Area

2.1

2.2

2.3

2.4

2.5

Almeley Parishcovers a large rural area of some 1,400 hectares within north

Herefordshire some 18 miles to the north-west of Hereford, 13 miles south-west of

Leominster and 7 miles south-east of Kington. It is bounded by the A4111 Road that

runs through Eardisley just to the west of the Parish, and the A4112 that runs just

beyond its southern edge. The A480 runs through the east of the parish and the

haml et of Woonton. The Parishés principal s
approximately within its centre. Woont on is the next sizeable settlement around 1

mile to the south -east of Almeley. A number of small hamlets are located throughout

the Parish.

Its People

The Parishodés popul at i obeenwanwmllitcidse in populat®dri
of 4% upon th e 579 present in 2001. The Parish sits in Castle ward and the 2011
Census shows the age structure for this ward has a higher proportion of elderly
present compared to the County as a whole. In turn Herefordshire has a higher
proportion of elderly compared to England and Wales. Herefordshire Council has
recognised this to be a significant issue in terms of the long -term health and well -
being of County residents. Around half of Parish residents live in the central village of
Almeley, with the majority of the rest living in hamlets across the Parish.

[ERN
>
Q)

There is a primary school in Almeley serving a wide area. Most secondary age
children travel to Kington and some travel to Weobley. The village also has a village
hall, local shop within a public house, one church, a Quaker meeting house and a
substantial area of local green space at its core that comprises Spearmarsh Common,
which is used as public open space, cricket pitch and school sports field. There are no
facilities at Woonton, except for a post-box and hourly bus service. Residents of the
Parish can choose to travel to Hereford or either of the nearby market towns for
weekly shopping. Hereford offers major shopping outlets.

There is no large employer within the Parish although agriculture is an im portant
sector in terms of land use. The recent sale of Council smallholdings may alter the
current balance within this sector as the Castle ward contains a high number of such
farms. Residents must travel to the nearby towns for work although there are al so
notable employment areas in the nearby villages of Eardisley and Lyonshall. Working
from home presents an alternative for some, and the range includes self-employed
craftsmen, agricultural sub-contracting, technical and professional services.

History and Settlements
Almeley Parish

There is evidence of continuous occupation within the parish for more than 4,000
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2.6

2.7

2.8

2.9

years through archaeological finds. Historically Almeley parish had a number of
notable settlements, and in addition to Almeley village there is physical evidence of
shrunken settlements at Woonton, Almeley Wootton, Hopley's Green, Upcott and
Logaston, numbering more than 100 buildings. Newport House, located just to the
north-west of Almeley village, was originally the location for a m edieval house
demolished sometime after 1712 when its estate was bought by Lord Foley of Great
Witley. By 1718 it had been replaced by a grand Georgian house and a walled garden
added later in that century. Substantial extensions were added in the 19" century. In
1919 it was converted into a TB hospital and remained so until 1953 when it became
a Latvian Home. It is now back in private hands and has been extensively renovated,
its gardens redesigned and a woodland returned to the estate, having been bought
back from Herefordshire. The gar dens are now included
Register of Parks and Gardens.

Almeley village

Almeley is recorded in the Doomsday Book as a manor. Much of the present village is
built around a triangle of roads, with St Mary's parish church to the south, and on the
edge of the built area. The Oldcastle, on the north-west side of the village and
Almeley Castle just south of the church are of historical interest and a brook ran past
both castles providing them with a reliable water supply. The parish church of St
Mary is largely 14-century and is a Grade | Listed Building. Almeley is notable as the
birthplace of Sir John Oldcastle a Lollard sympathizer who was eventually executed
for treason in 1417; he is presumed to be the b asis for Shakespearés character of
Falstaff. Almeley railway station, just to the west of the village, was opened in 1874
and worked by the Great Western Railway The GWR closed the station in 1917,
reopened it in 1922 and closed it again in 1940. The railway line has since been
dismantled.

Woonton hamlet

Woonton is the largest of the shrunken settlements within the Parish and contains its
third castle, near The Mere at a place called Hall Mote. The conjectural line of Offa’s
Dyke cuts across the north east of Woonton crossing Mere Lane and Camp Lane.
There are four listed timber -framed houses in Woonton and many of the other
dwellings are conversions including a Quaker Meeting House, Church Mission Hall, a
forge, a stone pub and timber and stone barns. W oonton is bisected by the A480.

Other Hamlets

Other hamlets include Almeley Wootton, Logaston, Upcott and Hopley's Green in
addition to a number of smaller concentrations.

Almeley Wootton is centred on the junction of lanes from Almeley, Woonto n, Lyonshall
and other Woottons. It is at the head of the batch dingle which contains a handful of
dwellings and was once a very active area with a brickworks and mill. It falls within
Almeley Conservation Area. One of the early Quaker meeting houses is in Almeley
Wootton. It was given to the Quakers in 1672 by its owner, Roger Prichard, and is still
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2.10

2.11

2.12

in use by Quakers today. Two of the Quakers who worshipped there, Edward Prichard,
and Edward's brother-in-law, John Eckley, were involved with William Pennin setting
up the colony of Pennsylvaniain 1682. The Meeting House together with Summer
House Farmhouse, a cottage on the Green and the Malthouse all fall within the central
triangle of the hamlet and are Listed Buildings. There are also a number of other
houses, several bans and a disused chapel within the hamlet although it is more
widely spaced than Woonton and interspersed with trees. The central triangle of lanes
reinforces its sense of place as does its sense of isolation amid the wide sweep of
open fields to the nort h, east and south. Being near the top of the Parish, the distant
views to the south are spectacular.

o ot %A Ecm 'y af
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Figure 2: Quaker 17" Century Meeting House, Almeley Wootton

Logaston is an isolated hamlet spread over half a mile, off the lane from Woonton to
Sallys on the A4112. It contains around 10 buildings and a few barns. Logaston
Common Farmhouse and barn, Little Logaston Cottage and Rosemary Cottage are
Listed Buildings. A number of dwellings are dotted around Logaston Common. Other
buildings straddle the road towards Woonton and are too scattered to form a coherent
group. Distant views are limited through the hamlet being at the bottom of a slope
although you soon emerge from the hamlet for longer distant views towards Upcott.

Upcott is located where Cokes Yeld Dingle crosses the road from Almeley to Eardisley.
It is an ancient settlement which the Domesday Book records as supplying labour to
Almeley. It consists of a farm and a limited number of other dwellings sitting on high
land above the road. They are constructed with a range of materials comprising
timber frame, red brick, grey stone, metal and timber cladding. Little Upcott Cottage
and Lower Upcott farmhouse are Listed Buildings. The group of buildings sits on the
line of an old green lane from Logaston to Eardisley running diagonally across the line
of the current road.

Hopley's Green comprises around half a dozen houses and farms along a rural lane
with a concentration around a common.
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2.13 Still smaller groups of houses are located at The Stocks, Upper and Lower Wootton,
Oldcastle and New House.

The Environment within the Parish

2.14 The underlying bedrock of the area consists of the Raglan Mudstone Formation of the
Lower Old Red Sandstone. This material has long beenused in the construction of a
wide range of buildings and boundary walls throughout the area. The bedrock is
overlain by deep, coarse loamy soils, typical argillic brown earths, that support cereals
andshort-t er m pasture, and somEhérBatclad Ppopgan:
geological deposits include sand and clay suitable for brick and tile making.

2.15 Agricultural land within the parish falls within the very good quality classification.
Despite small scale historical use, there is no indication of any present day workable
minerals reserves within the Parish. The Parish possesses a humber of small streams,
mainly flowing southwards to the River Wye. A notable area within the south of the
parish is shown to be prone to flooding although this is som e distance from either of
the two main settlements. No notable areas of brownfield land are apparent.

2.16 The landscape of most of the Parish is described as Principal Timbered Farmlands
Both the parishodés settl ement swithnoktbfitsvi t hi n t
hamlets. Its characteristics are rolling lowland landscapes with occasional steep sided
hills and low escarpments. They have a small scale, wooded, agricultural appearance
characterised by filtered views through densely scattered hedgerow trees. It has a
mosaic of small to medium sized fields, irregularly shaped woodlands and winding
lanes. There is strong tree cover through woodlands, hedgerow trees, and linear tree
cover associated with streams and watercourses which create its scale ard enclosure.
Woodlands are usually species rich, complex habitats supporting a wide range of flora
and fauna as well as the numerous hedgerow trees. The scale and shape of the
woodlands is also important, ranging in size from small field corner copses to those of
a size exceeding that of the surrounding fields. The irregular outline of many of the
woodlands, together with the pattern of hedgerows and winding lanes, contributes to
the overall organic character of this landscape. A densely-dispersed pattern of
farmsteads and wayside cottages is typical with a notable number of buildings
constructed out of brick and timber . A dispersed settlement pattern would be most
appropriate.

2.17 Two other landscape types are present, both within the southern portion o f the Parish
and only to a small extent. Wet Pasture Meadow¢ lie to the south of Almeley village.
These are flat, low lying and largely uninhabited landscapes previously protected from
change by the difficulty of cultivating soils with such poor drainage. Further to their
east are Wooded Estate Lands. These are wooded agricultural landscapes ofisolated
farmsteads, clusters of wayside dwellings and occasional small estate villages. Its
woodland component is the critical element in defining its character t ogether with

1 See Herefordshire Landscape Character Assessment
(https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/medial268536/landscape_character_assessment.pdf
2 Ibid

3 Ibid
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prominent hedgerows. Ornamental grounds and parkland associated with large
estates can be a noticeable feature in these landscapes. It is not an intimate
landscape and, due to its fairly-large scale, can sometimes appear rather functional.

2.18 Although there are many and changing attractive views throughout the Parish, most
are local or of medium distance, filtered through the irregular woodland and
hedgerows. There are nevertheless a number of striking long-distance views,
especially southwards across the broad Wye floodplain to the Brecon Beacons and
Black Mountains beyond. The landscape views from the southern edge of Almeley
village are particularly striking, not just because of the mountains in the distance, but
also the generally uncluttered pastoral qualities of their foreground with its organic
hedgerow pattern.

2.19 A number of other important landscape features are identified within the Parish.
Three streams cut deeply through its western portion in the form of dingles. Holywel |
dingle, along its western boundary, is managed by Herefordshire Wildlife Trust as one
of its reserves. Cokes Yeld dingle runs just to the south of Newport House and
connects with Holywell dingle right on the edge of the southern Parish boundary. The
Batch dingle just to the west of Almeley village contains a much -used footpath. All
three are considered important landscape features that need to be protected and
sensitively managed. Three other streams run through the Parish at a shallower
depth. These are important in terms of land drainage.

2.20 There is one large wood within the Parish, Highmoor, which forms part of a Registered
Historic Park and Garden. There are three smaller woods at Roughmoor, Cockshute
and Kymin together with a number of coppices, all of which add to the local
landscape. These are added to by hedgerows, which provide the vast majority of field
boundaries, and hedgerow trees.

2.21 Commons are another important feature. The Parish also contains an unusual amount
of commons and these are listed in Appendix 2 as heritage assets. In addition to
Spearmarsh Common in the centre of Almeley village there are seven smaller
commonsi Meer Common, Tan House Common, Hopley's Green Common, Logaston
Common, The Green at Almeley Wootton, Pool Comma at Woonton and Tomkins
Green. The last three comprise very small areas.

2.22 There are no nationally or internationally designated habitats within the Parish
although eight locally important sites were identified in surveys undertaken in the
1970s and updated during the 1990s. Of particular note is The Batch which runs
north-south along the western edge of Almeley village and has been included within
its Conservation Area. The Batch is identified as a core area corridor upon
HerefordshreCounci | 6s Ecol ogi cal Net wor k diagr am.
areas and wildlife O0stepping stonesdé are al

2.23 Arange of heritage records are available for locations across the parish, although they
are more extensive at Almeley village and Woonton. Notable references are also
shown at AlImeley Wootton. A concentration of Listed Buildings is found in Almeley
village, and again some further small concentrations in Woonton and Almeley
Wootton. Some 23 historic farmsteads are revealed within the Parish as a
consequence of work undertaken by the Herefordshire Historic Farmstead Project.

This rich assemblage of identified heritage assets suggests further may exist in
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unexplored locations.
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Figure 3: Almeley Church

2.24 Almeley Consewation Area was designated in 1987. It includes not only the historic
portion of Almeley village but also The Batch and Almeley Wootton. Herefordshire
Council prepared a draft appraisal for this area in 2006 although did not adopt this.
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3.1

3.2

3.3

3.4

3.5

3.6

Issues for the Plan

The background information above provides an initial basis to inform the plan.
Herefordshire Local Plan Core Strategy, prepared by Herefordshire Council, has an
extensive evidence base which has also been used. Parts of this evidence base wilbe
referred to where necessary and relevant to issues which this plan seeks to address.

I n addition the residentsd survey has
example upon what the communities consider the approach to addressing housing
provision should be.

Issues have been drawn substantially from those raised within the Parish survey,
community consultation and matters identified as relevant to the parish within
Herefordshire Local Plan Core Strategy.

Local Environment

The need to accommodate development sensitively within environmental constraints
is given a high priority. There are a range of such constraints and they vary across the
plan area. The majority of new developments will occur within or adjacent to the two
plan area settlements identified within Herefordshire Local Plan Core Strategy 1
Almeley and Woonton.

The character of Woonton is very much that of small scale, with individually designed,
mostly traditional buildings, including a number converted from redundant rural
buildings. Originally a small hamlet based upon farmsteads, it has received some
limited development but generally on a small scale through individual buildings. The
hamlet sits mainly within an enclosed setting although there are impressive far -
reaching views from Pool Common towards Ladylift and the Black Mountains. There is
one notable industrial building on its west side, accommodating a general industry
workshop. The hamlet does not have mains drainage and local knowledge suggests
soil structure may not readily accommodate notable amounts of new development.
Evidence to show waste water from any new housing can be successfully
accommodated will need to be provided. The issue is compounded by localised
flooding within parts of the hamlet and the ab ility to cope with storm water needs to
be determined. An integrated approach to addressing both foul and storm water from
any development should be promoted. Highway safety is a concern given the
alignment of the A480 and the speed of traffic through the hamlet. There are two
Listed Buildings within the core of the hamlet with three further on its periphery. The
original Little Woonton Farm, whose outbuildings were converted to two residential
properties in 2002, falls within its core area and is included within the Herefordshire
Historic Farmstead Characterisation Project. Woonton Farm, with its Grade Il listed
farmhouse, is similarly included.

Almeley, by contrast is a larger village with a number of distinct parts. On the western
side of the village sits its historic core, around the cross roads beside St Mary Parish
Church and the earthworks marking the location of Almeley Castle, a Scheduled
Ancient Monument. The high architectural and historic quality of this area is reflected
by the fact that it f orms the eastern part of an extensive Conservation Area that
extends to the south, west and, more especially northwards to include The Whittern
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Farm, The Batch and Almeley Wootton. Appendix 1 sets out a more detailed appraisal
of the Conservation Area.

Figure 4: Rural setting of Woonton hamlet

3.7  Preserving the rural character of and historic environment within the wider Parish is
also considered extremely important. The approach to accommodating all new
development across the Parish should retain localcharacter and distinctiveness;
ensure the level of new development is in keeping with these; and promote high
quality design in particular in terms of scale, appearance and quality of materials.

3.8  Protection of heritage sites and buildings should be supported, as should efforts to
increase public accessibility and provision of information in relation to the
environment.

3.9 Allfive notable hamlets within the Parish have historic farmsteads associated with
them that have been identified within Heref ordshire Historic Farmstead
Characterisation Project (See Appendix 2). The need to retain the particular
characteristics and beauty of each of the hamlets will require any new development to
be located and designed with extreme care, especially any large farm buildings, and
the present relationship with its surrounding open fields preserved.

Economic Development
3.10 Although welcoming new business enterprises there is concern that these should

generally be small scale to reflect the nature and character of the rural area. There is
support for the conversion of rural buildings to accommodate small businesses.
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